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Will provided two cover sketches to choose from, complete with rough color (top). The chosen sketch communicates Veth’s story 
very well, even at a glance. He ultimately combined the two sketches by adding Nott’s mask to the fi nal line art, which was a 
happy medium. Cover colorist Mildred Louis then provided three color palette options based on Will’s color rough (bottom). 
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ILLUSTRATIONS BY  William Kirkby, Eren Angiolini, AND Mildred Louis
COMMENTARY BY  Rachel Roberts
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A selection of Will’s preliminary layouts. The amazing way he layers the layouts with both blue and black lines makes it easy 
to visually comprehend foregrounds and backgrounds, characters, props, and other important details.
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Eren’s preliminary color tests came in multiple stages: fl at colors to establish the overall palette (top left, middle left), full 
rendering (top right, middle right), and fi nal tweaks to hair and skin tones (bottom left and center). 
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Color tests were also required for Veth’s fl ashbacks, since they needed to appear visually distinct from the other pages. Eren 
provided several versions to choose from, including traditional sepia tones, cool blues, and a sickly green. 
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WHEN YOU BECOME THAT WHICH YOU FEAR MOST, 
HOW DO YOU CARRY ON? 

Veth Brenatto doesn’t have an exciting life, but she likes it that way. Unlike 
her childhood, it’s safe. Predictable. And her husband and son love her 

almost as fi ercely as she loves them. But Veth’s cozy existence is turned on its 
head when she and her family are captured by raiders. In order to save them, 

Veth will commit an atrocity that will sever her from all that she loves—
maybe forever—and lead her to become Nott the Brave of the Mighty Nein. 

Celebrated writer Sam Maggs (Captain Marvel, The Unstoppable Wasp) is 
joined by Critical Role cast members Matthew Mercer and Sam Riegel, with 

the expert art of William Kirkby (Rat Queens), colors by Eren Angiolini 
(Agents of the Realm), and letters by Ariana Maher for a heartbreaking look 

at a halfl ing’s end and a goblin’s beginning.
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